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Ladies and gentlemen,

The issues of environment and natural resources
related to sustainable development are variable and diverse from
region to region. Among these issues soil or land resource plays
great important role not only for food product to provide nutrition
and income but also for other products such as medicines, clothes,

shelters, and other ecosystem services.

It is worth mentioning that the global food security
requires healthy soils to provide sufficient food for growing
population, estimated by the FAO to increase from current seven
billions up to nine billions in 2050. But the amount of arable
land is limited. Approximately thirty-three percent of the earth
surface is of the degraded soil. And unfortunately about forty
percent of this infertile soil is in the poor and underdeveloped

countries.

Soil degradation is the direct cause of the decline in
food productivity. The degradation factors are mainly erosion by
water and wind, loss of wetlands, deforestation and loss of

biodiversity. These damaging factors are also found connected

/with climate. . .



with climate changes. The scarcity of arable lands has also
entailed in the encroachment of marginal lands such as hilly or
steep slopes for slash and burn cultivation. The practice
produces less but damages more. It deteriorates soil and the
environment extensively causing landslides, severe soil erosion,

fertility loss, flood and drought.

The 1ssues aforementioned are therefore of very serious
consequences and have direct impact on economic growth
and poverty alleviation. To solve these problems we need all the
concerned sectors in society to make a joint effort. The sound
and appropriate land use policies, national, regional and
international, should be laid down with solid information and
knowledge, scientifically acquired, followed by well-planned
programs and activities; and implemented with well trained

personnel.

To raise the awareness of soil resource the sixty-eighth
session of the United Nations General Assembly on the twentieth
of December 2013 has declared the fifth of December, His
Majesty King Bhumibol’s Birthday, to be the World Soil Day in
recognition to His Majesty’s untiring effort in researching and
conducting essential projects on sustainable use of soil, soil

improvement and conservation for more than forty years.

/T do believe. . .



I do believe that the celebration of the World Soil Day
will be a significant platform in promoting awareness and
education on soils in all regions and nations. I do think that all of
us have an obligation to strive together in utilizing this valuable
resource wisely and therefore conserving it for the future

generations.

Finally I would like to express my sincere thanks to all
who have been working diligently in making the World Soil Day

- an important event in our life.

Thank you.
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(Caring for soils: measure, monitor, manage)
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Her Royal Highness Princess Basma (faui) bint @iusl) Ali (@73) of Jordan, FAO
Goodwill Ambassador for Near East and North Africa,

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Soil is a powerful natural resource, capable of generating and
sustaining life, nurturing humans, animals, and plants. Healthy soil is a
foundation of ecological abundance and food security. It nourishes crops
that feed billions, purifies and stores water, and plays a crucial role in
carbon storage.

Despite its remarkable power, deteriorated soil can unleash
destructive power, resulting in erosion, landslides, land degradation,
pollution, and nutrient depletion. These adverse conditions endanger
lives, harm animals, damage agricultural production, disrupt food
systems, and lead to food insecurity.

Today, the world faces challenges such as pandemics, climate
change, food shortages, and a growing population. The situation is
significantly intensifying pressure on soil and land resources. Thus,
urgent action 1s needed to ensure a stable and sustainable food system. A
key step in achieving this is managing soil in a balanced and efficient
manner to optimize its benefits while minimizing environmental impact.

Striking a balance between utilization and restoration of soil
resources requires a data-driven approach. Accurate and comprehensive
data is crucial for effective decision-making, which allows us to
maintain a balance between the use and conservation of soil resources to
ensure healthy soil that can sustainably provide safe, nutritious food for
future generations.



I would like to express my admiration to the dedication of all
countries in promoting sustainable soil manage over the past decade.
Continuous efforts and collaboration have not only raised awareness but
have also secured global recognition and commitment to addressing soil-
related challenges. These remarkable actions make soil issues become a
prominent part of the global agendas, resulting in the empowerment of
soil communities and deep awareness in youth which is essential to
ensure a better future for ourselves and for future generations.

I offer my heartfelt congratulations on the success of the first
World Soil Day at the 16th Conference of the Parties to the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. This significant occasion
serves as an opportunity to raise awareness globally of the need to
conserve and restore degraded soil to combat increasing drought. I
commend all nations’ commitment to tackling land degradation and
drought to preserve soil as a critical factor in sustaining food security
and improving the quality of life for humanity.

Thank you.



WIZINUATE
ANAINTLARBZIZNBIIT NINFNHINTHNNTAUTIZGA 9 FLINUTATIBONS

" QW /A =4
slm'mmawnaaa'mmufan i wewa

(Global Celebration of the World Soil Day 2024)
vada Adlamnsgiu nsradndnms Auddedu
(Caring for soils: measure, monitor, manage)

w gudisgnisausndanuazii sunathndas Saniauasszdan

INNORFUA 71 ¢ SWINAN Lo

Her Royal Highness Princess Basma (iauwi) Bint @usf) Ali (23) of Jordan,

FAO Goodwill Ambassador for Near East and North Africa,
His Royal Highness Prince Abdulaziz (§usaaia) bin @) Salman @aunw) Al @a)

Saud (mgm), Minister of Energy of Saudi Arabia,

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Soil is a powerful natural resource, capable of generating and
sustaining life, nurturing humans, animals, and plants. Healthy soil is a
foundation of ecological abundance and food security. It nourishes crops
that feed billions, purifies and stores water, and plays a crucial role in
carbon storage.

Despite its remarkable power, deteriorated soil can unleash
destructive power, resulting in erosion, landslides, land degradation,
pollution, and nutrient depletion. These adverse conditions endanger
lives, harm animals, damage agricultural production, disrupt food
systems, and lead to food insecurity.

Today, the world faces challenges such as pandemics, climate
change, food shortages, and a growing population. The situation is
significantly intensifying pressure on soil and land resources. Thus,

urgent action is needed to ensure a stable and sustainable food system. A
key step in achieving this is managing soil in a balanced and efficient
manner to optimize its benefits while minimizing environmental impact.

Striking a balance between utilization and restoration of soil
resources requires a data-driven approach. Accurate and comprehensive
data is crucial for effective decision-making, which allows us to
maintain a balance between the use and conservation of soil resources to
ensure healthy soil that can sustainably provide safe, nutritious food for
future generations.



I would like to express my admiration to the dedication of all
countries in promoting sustainable soil manage over the past decade.
Continuous efforts and collaboration have not only raised awareness but
have also secured global recognition and commitment to addressing soil-
related challenges. These remarkable actions make soil issues become a
prominent part of the global agendas, resulting in the empowerment of
soil communities and deep awareness in youth which is essential to
ensure a better future for ourselves and for future generations.

I extend my best wishes to the Royal Family and the
Government of Saudi Arabia and congratulate to the success of the first
World Soil Day at the 16th Conference of the Parties to the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. This significant occasion
serves as an opportunity to raise awareness globally of the need to
conserve and restore degraded soil to combat increasing drought. I
commend all nations’ commitment to tackling land degradation and
drought to preserve soil as a critical factor in sustaining food security
and mmproving the quality of life for humanity.

Thank you.



